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The “land art” movement emerged in the 1970s when some adventurous artists departed the New York 
gallery scene to make art in the open landscapes of the American West. Some of the most famous 
examples include Robert Smithson’s Spiral Jetty, James Turrell’s Roden Crater in Arizona, and Walter 
De Maria’s The Lightning Field in New Mexico. Since then, the land art genre has been subsumed under 
the more general term “environmental art,” which recognizes that what we now think of as the 
“environment” has broadened to include the global community, the microscopic world, cyber space and 
suburban sprawl as well as wilderness and the urban environment. It also includes ecological activism, 
reclamation and remediation projects, and ephemeral site-specific performances, among many other 
approaches, all of which have in common art and artists that respond to features of our natural 
environment. 
 
In the summer and fall of 2009 a group of New Mexico arts organizations joined together to present 
LAND/ART, a large-scale collaboration, which explored the relationship between land, art, and 
community through exhibitions, site-specific art works, lectures, and performances. Focusing on 
“environmental” or “Land” art, the collaboration addressed our changing relationship to nature, and to 
offer a new or previously unconsidered understanding of the places in which we live. This book is the 
culmination and documentation of this six-month, and features the work of over forty artists including 
Michael Berman, Erika Blumenfeld, David Taylor, Basia Irland, Patrick Dougherty, Catalina Delgado 
Trunk, and Shelley Niro. 
 
LAND/ART was organized by 516 ARTS in Albuquerque (www.516arts.org) 
 
About the Contributors: 

Bill Gilbert 
Bill Gilbert holds the Lannan Chair in Land Arts of the American West in the Department of Art and Art 
History at the University of New Mexico.  His art practice explores the dialogue between environment and 
cultures in the American Southwest.  He has exhibited his work in the United States, Ecuador, the Czech 
Republic, Canada, and Japan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Kathleen Shields 
Kathleen Shields is an independent arts writer and curator, having written for publications such as Artspace 
Magazine and Art in America.  She co-founded and curated Graham Gallery and Raw Space in 1986 and 
directed her own project space from 1992-95, both in Albuquerque.  Since 1986 she has been Administrative 
Director of the Elizabeth Firestone Graham Foundation and since 1987 has been Administrator of The 
Lightning Field for Dia Art Foundation.   

Lucy Lippard 
Lucy Lippard is an internationally known writer, activist and curator. She was among the first writers to 
recognize the de-materialization at work in conceptual art and was an early champion of feminist art. She is 
the author of eighteen books on contemporary art, and the recipient of a 1968 Guggenheim Fellowship, the 
Frank Mather Award for Criticism from the College Art Association, and two National Endowment for the 
Arts grants in criticism. She has written art criticism for Art in America, The Village Voice, In These Times, 
and Z Magazine. 

William L. Fox 
William L. Fox has written ten books about cognition, art, and landscape, in addition to fifteen collections of 
poetry, and has exhibited visual text works in seven countries. He has received awards from the Guggenheim 
Foundation, National Endowment for the Humanities, and the National Science Foundation, and been a 
visiting scholar at the Getty Research Institute and the Clark Art Institute. He currently serves as the director 
of the Center for Art + Environment at the Nevada Museum of Art. 

Nancy Marie Mithlo 
Nancy Marie Mithlo is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Art History at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, where she teaches courses on and researches American Indian/First Nations/Indigenous 
contemporary arts and curatorial practice, visual anthropology, critical museum studies, ethnographic film, 
and historic American Indian photography. 

MaLin Wilson-Powell 
MaLin Wilson-Powell has been an active participant in the art world since 1972. She has held curatorial 
positions and been an independent art critic, lecturer, art projects coordinator, editor, and educator. Wilson-
Powell's appointments in New Mexico included Curator at the Museum of Fine Arts, Santa Fe, and assistant 
to photo-historian and McArthur Fellow Beaumont Newhall. She has curated over twenty-five exhibitions 
with brochures or catalogs and published over three hundred articles. 
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Radius Books is a tax-exempt, 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit organization founded in 2007, whose mission is 
to encourage, promote and publish books of artistic and cultural value. Books give an accessible form to 
rich and complex creative visions. They become the vehicles for beauty, reflection and change. In this 
spirit, Radius Books donates copies of every title we publish to libraries and schools, with the hope and 
expectation that these books will reach and inspire new and expanding audiences. Radius Books titles are 
distributed to the trade by Distributed Art Publishers (D.A.P.). Limited editions are available at selected 
galleries and directly through the publisher. For more information please visit our website: 
www.radiusbooks.org 
 

“Radius pushes the edges . . . they are expanding  
the parameters of what an art book can be.”  

––George Thompson, Director of the Center for American Places,  
quoted in PDN Magazine 


